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Di d nt 1 W e 
DDERAN, 1 -what i is the cauſe of yh pres ſtir. in the 
I. country reſpecting the Piſſenter ? N 

enter. It is occaſioned * our arrempt.to to obtain the repeal of 
the rporation/and Teſt Acts. 

C. How do you mean to obtain the 1 of thoſs acts? 

D. By an 2 Parliamentz hoping that the wiſdom of 
the leg 1 diſcover Lack Improrriet) and injuſtice, of conti- 
nuing them anz longer in force. by | 

C. Well, — the eommon report is, 1 Church and Con- 
flitution will be ruined, i Diſſenters gain their point. 15 

D. his ery is fit only, for old women and children; the ſmalleſt 
degree of information upon the ſubject, will new that neither the 
Church or State can be in the leaſt degree injured by the repeal. of | 
thoſe obnoxious acts. Deſigning men ſet up this plea, in order to 
influence the minds of the ignorant againſt Diſſenters, knowing that 
the old ery of . The Cburcb is in danger, will moſt effectually 
operate 5 thoſe perſons ho never inveſtigate the truth of what 
they hear, while thoſe who are acquainted with the nature of the 
ſubjeQ, laugh at ſuch an idea. The grievance from which the 
Dilſenters ſeek debaf, is 4 ciuil, and not an acclſiaſtical oppreſſion: 
they complain of being injured as Citizens, of being wronged as Eng- 
liſhmen, and all they aſk is a reſtoration of their civil rights, and 
| eraſes to give proofs to the world, that no men regard danger 

ſs, or value their country more; and which ther uniform con- 

_— has hitherto manifeſted, 15 

C. Pray what are the acts in queſtion? when were they pon 
and againſt whom were they originally intended? _ 

D. The Act of Parliament commonly called the 7. % 4a, made 
in the 25th year of the reign of Charles the ſecond, requires that 
all perſons muſt receive the holy ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper in 
the eſtabliſhed church, as a qualification to enable them to exegute 
any office under government, whether civil or military, within thre 
months after their admittance into office, or receivingtheir authori 
and ——_— *, The excluſion of Diſſenters from civil os | 

Tra) | military 


* By:this Jaw it is enaſted 9 That ev rſon,, that ſhall neg! | 
« 7 ta take the Sacrament as 3 222 yet, after by.” 3 o 
Ar or refdfal;; hall execute any of offices.or:employments,.. "be- 

« ing nen en lawfully convicte "ball be LINES 0 e e 5295 a- 
ion, 
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military offices, was not the reaſon for which the Teſt Act was 
originally paſſed ; for all who are acquainted with the Journals of 


Parliament en with common hiſtories ot . 

know, thi the Clin of an Wund unden Kl ct By" | 
cers, for the purpoſe of overawing the proceedings of Parliament, 
and the ſtationing of that army within an hour's march of the city 
of London, were the circumſtances that gave riſe to the ſtatute. 
The ſacramental clauſe in the Corporation Att, made in the 13th 
year of the feign of Charles the ſecond, Vas alſo Wendidk agg 
the Catholics only ; for as the other proviſions of the ſtatute, by 
diſpoſſeſſing the enemies of the court, had eftabliſhed the influence 
of the crown in all the Corporations in the kingdom, the Parlia- 
ment was naturally apprehenfive that in the next reigny under a 
Catholic King, all Corporation offices would be filled with Papiſts. 
It is obvious chat the dauſe! which enacted the ſacramental Teſt, 
could not be intended againſt the Diſſenters, there being at that 
time no ſuch deſeription of people; for as the Act of Uniformity, 


which produced the ſeparation, Was not paſſed till a future period, 
thoſe who were afterwards called Diſſenters were at that time with- 
in the incloſure of the Chureh, and conſequently: received her 1 
craments. The factamental clauſe muſt therefore have been in 
tended as a guard againſt the/ Papiſſs, to whom it eſfectually ap- 
lied, and not as à guard againſt thoſe who were afterwards called 
25 enters, on whom at that period it eould not operateee 
theſe acts were not origi= 


, „ 
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T. Well, but though it appears that As” 
_ nally deſigned to operate 8 et as they were in- 

tended to prevent Roman Catholies from holding places of honour 
or truſt under government, is there not a neciſſſty fopitheir contĩ- 
nuance? +/+ _— 3. e e I; E * 92 Try 206, 4. 0 led, 2 
, D. By no means; for, if the exeluſion of Catholics: from the 
offices of executive government be ſtill thought expedient for the 
flate, that excluſion may be effectually obtained by the ſame oath - 
of ſupremacy, and by the ſame declaration againſt à leading article 
of their faith, which debars them from a ſeat in either houſe of 
Parliament. fine ek 

. But is there not ſome ſuch Teſt in every ſtate? 
D. No; for though almoſt in every kingdom, and in every re- 
public of Europe; a national Church is eſtabliſhed, yet no one of 
thoſe ſtates, England and Ireland excepted, ever yet had recourſe 
to the impolitie, as well as unjuſt and unnatural expedient; of a 
facramental Teſt for civil and military employments.: Ireland 
has ſeen the folly of ſuch a conduct, and avowedly with a view of 
Pee e e A 2 7 5 E: 85 ſtrength- 
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any court of equity; or TO BE-GUARDIAN'OF ANY'CHILD; 
”Executof br #ditiniftrator'of ny perſon; or capable of any legacy, or 

«© Jeet of gift; or to bear any office ; and ſhall forfeit theſunm ob iv bun- 

1 red pounds, to be recovered by him or them that ſhall ſue for the ſame.”? 
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Arngtrening her HUbBAat Obureb, has repealed her Teſt and Ser- 
| on laws,” and reſtored to the Diſſenters the poſſeſſion of their 
Fights. France, which until lately was the ſeat of arbitrary power, 


i noW/granting to all her ſubjects indiſcriminately-a partivipation. 
in Hat honouts, civil und military. 


C. What vbjeation have you to the freramenjat Teſt, in order 


to-quatify perforis to hold eivil offices? Di 20; m5 1 of 
B. It is the proſtitution of x ſacred orditiatioe; anih of dne 19 
| 8 all the vites and ordinances oft our religion, there 
n not et of greuter importance and ſolemnity than that of the | 
Eord's Supper, as appears from the conſequences which attend the 
' abuſe df it. The great God fays, 1 Cor. xi. 2), 285 29. .HHboſcever 


2 — this $7429, and drink this cup of the Lerd north, 11 be 
7 and blood of the Lord. But lot à man examine him- 


and thrinketh anwoythily, eateth and. drinketh damnation 


that is, judgment) 4% himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's body. 
Ahr aa terrib nel ions may not be lightly and 


| onen incurred; the miniſter is directed; when he ſtands at 


the altar, to — the approach of all perſons of abandoned 
morals, and of a' ae igate life; Such are the injunctions of his 
religion; but the 17% tells him, that to thoſe vy prrfons, aban - 


dente und profiiyate as they are, if by any means they have found 


their way to office, he nj? adminiſter the facrament. Such is 
the kaſt hien tue Teſt Act has impoſed on the very men, whoſe 


Particular dity ie is t6 guard their fellow creatures from perdition, 


ifiſtruct them in the why of ſalvation, and to lead them to ever- 
mo, happineſs. If in the records of human extravagance, or of 
an guilt, there can be found a law more compleatly deſtructive 

Bf at all Lieb ect for the Church, and of all reverence for religion, [ 
will vive" up the cauſe. It is aſtoniſhing that a clergyman can be 


. found, Who has the leaſt regard for true religion, his own reputa+ 


tion, vr the honour of the Church, that will either vindicate, or 
defirs the Sontinuanee of a law, replete with fo many and enor- 
mous evils. Thoſe who are too little attached to the theory of 


the Chriſtian faith to be ſhocked at the inpiety, muſt fill be aſto- 
nifhed at the HH of fuch a conduct, for who does not fee that, 
in proportion as we degrade the ſanQities of religion, we diminith . 
4 Sur own power, and unnerve the arm of vermont Mt THY. 


. Then it ſeems that the ordinance of the Lord's Supper was 
nerer ogy, 1 for the purpoſe of qualifying men for 


11 10 * All fi! it 


| 1.5 Certainly not. The baviouret Gamers appointed. the fa-" 


crament in commemoration of his death; but the Britiſh 
legiſlature has made it a qualification for eauging beer burreb und 
ap- boilrs tubs. The mind is oppreſſed with ideas . 
and Prepoſterous. Sacrilege, hateful as it always a, never 


For be 


i „ 
bideaus and defermed; ; 'To.what: ad 
ment ng religion ? To what. end is this - . 


— is E 
dation af th eh f. If. at da thaughts Wr deus 
the cternal lau of jullice, by x in ho 1 of. wei c | 
as citizens, why muſt the eee of ere 155 
the inſtrument of the a Wby mult he purity of t 
temple be polluted ? Why muſt holiek of. rhe altar be; de- 
ned? Why muſt the GE a pwn 7 Th faith be * 
to ſuch groſs, ſuch unnecęſſary pr on? NO: OA, to 
man going ta the holy, 1 — would $ this man 
6 going to /commemorate the dy 227 un of. Jas © hriſt-—to view 
<<. the tymbals of his decken hope 


umble 
c of his craſs. FM The —_ would th 
% No; he is only going chene becauſe he has lately teceived the 
appointment of firſt Lord of the Treaſury, heen made an officer 
<< in the army, or ig. to enjoy an in Wen — 
Shocking ſacrilege! abominable 7.75 aftitution,]. 
gut do you A chat the Difeuters have a right in agmmon 
wich their fellow. ene to ae chene | general 'bene- 
fits of | eitizons?.., e Sift" 3 
D. Moſk undoubtedly they have. Were. you. to propoſe this 
queſtion to the confideratian of a ſoreignar, he would naturally aſk, 
„ What are theſe Diſſenters, that their right to the cammon pri- 
e vileges of eitiaens ſhould be diſputed ? Are they ſaves to the 
5 reſt of the community? or are they offenders, ho have for- 
b feited their privileges by their orimes; or * they e who, 
<< from their religious tenets, are unable, org from diſffection to 
6 the State, are unuulling to give the uſual and. pledge 
«, of civil abedience?” Not as ſſaues to the reſt of the cammy- 
nity, are they denied. the uſual. privileges of citizens; for, thanks 
to the ſpirit of our anceſtors, there is in Great - Britain no ſuch 
deſcription of men Not as criminals, are they excluded from the 
_ enjoyment of their rights; for, of the millions _ ſubjects who in- 
habit the kingdom, there are none of more untainted 0 a or 
of more unqueſtionable honour Not as perſons, who are unable, 
or unwilling, to give a ſufficient pledge of their obedience; to the 
State, are they rejected: but the rea tround, on which they are 
"refuſed: the rights and privileges which their fellow: citizens enjoy, 
is, their preſuming to — that in thoſe —— of religion 
- Which relate not to actions, but opinions, it is man's duty, as 
it is every man's right, to foes the diQates of his own. ynder- 
ſtanding . To believe the evidence of another man's nt in 
| oppoliton-to; the concluions of their own, they conceive to be as 
„14 to eredit the teſtiaony of anathor man's fight, in 
.ppolition 1 the evidence of their own eyes. It. is this — * 
— — of. ncaa — N matters of religion, 
2 60ntemplation ae due al 16h © of 
eir 
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their virtues as men; all eſteem for their patriotiſm as citizens; alt 


reſpect for their loyalty as ſubjects. It is this which expoſes them 
to ei Arie, without the commiſſion of any civiliofence.s it is 
this which ſubjects them to puniſhment, hots undlpedted 0s 
guilt it is this which places them, as far as the Jaw can place 
them, in the ſame ſtate of diſability and diſhondum witlr thoſe who 
are puhlieiy convicted of wilful, corrupt, and deliberate perjury- 
Becauſe they refuſe: to be hypocrites; therefore they thall' be treated 


as i fl were parjured (1 1, e Tom ee tyre 
C. The caſe: of Diſſenters ſeems to be very hard indeed: :- Pray 


let mid aſł you another plain queſtion : Would the Dijfſenters, if the 


Feſt and Corporation Acts e eee thedifpofition, 
or potber, to deprive the Church of her revenues andidigmties. © 


D. Neither: that they would not have the diſpeſtion, may be 
proved from tlieir conduct in the reign of King James the Second, 
when they choſe to ſhare with tlie Church in tier hazards, rather 
than deſert her intereſts; and from their prefent: oonduct in Ire 
land, where the acts are repealed; the Church acknowledges that 
ſhe owes her ſafety to their attachment. It is a degradation of the 


Church, and an inſult offered to every Churchman; to aſſert, or 
even ſuppoſe, that ſhe has no better foundation, or ſupport, than 


the Corporation and Te Ant. Phe ſecurity of the: Chureh de- 
pends on the Legiſlature; but What change in the Legiſlature 
could the repeal of the Sacrimental Statutes poſſibly produce? Al- 
ready the Peers, though appointable without limit, by the Sove- 

reign, are free from the obligations of the Teſt—Already the 


Members of the Houſe of Commons are exempted from this re- 


ſtraint Already the Electors are at liberty, without thut requiſite; 
to give their votes in the appointment of the Repreſentatives of 
the People. Thus it is evident, that whether we fix our atten- 
tion on the perſons who compoſe the two houſes of Parliament, 
or on thoſe who nominate to its elective branch, the abolition of 
the Sacramental Teſt could produce no poſſible change in the ſit- 
uation of the Church; for it would not affect the only power that 
is able to bring on her revenues, or honours, the flighteſt detri- 
ment; or to accompliſn, in any part of her eſtabliſhment,” the 


% 'There is no uſage or cuſtom, independent of poſitive law, which 
* makes Nonconformity a crime. The eternal principles of natural re- 
« ligion are part of the common-law ; ſo that any perfon reviling, Tub- 
4 yverting, of ridiculing them, may be proſecuted at common-law. But 
it cannot be ſhewn, from the principles of natural or revealed religion, 


* that; independent of poſitive law, temporal puniſhment ought to be in- 
« flicted for mere 42 with reſpe& to particular modes of. ad or 
In caſe thoſe who are appointed by law to regiſter diſſenting places © 


46 ws 28 TW. 19, The ; 36% I DO TOTP QULITY 2 
* worſhip, refuſe, on any pretence, to do it, we nu, upon & 
© ſvnd a mandamus to compel them. ae! mg an 10 Din 
bord Aargfielu's ſpeech in the Houſe of Londe, in the cauſe bet wenn the 

City of London and the Diſſenters. | | 


a. 


KED | 
| moſt trivial alteration: ſo that 'the'old-cty,. of Tbs Oburch is tar | 
anger, . ere eee eu Mero 10} 7 
C. Admitting that the Tepenbof che Corporation ad Teſt Abe 
. would be no iſadvantage to the Church, would not the Stat h. 
imured by itꝰ err 27 et ently Abigw- eds 21 11 Ang 
D. Not“ at all. Examine! impartially '-therrhiſtory: of. cout? 
own country, and you will find that Diſſenters have ever proved 
themſelves as/zealoys ſupporters of the preſent veigni family 
as any of the moſt favoured ſubjects. When the Ki 
fewo years'ſineo, was aſſailed by the adherents 'ofoanother” claim- 
ant to the crown; when the faith of a large proportion of the 
people was dubious g: when the loyalty of many of thoſe who:were | 
near the perſon of the K ing was thought to be tainted, and terror 
had / palſied, d V more than vorruption had ſeduced; hat. was 
the conduct:of the Proteſtant Diſſenters in England ? To ſay, that 
of the multitudes who eompoſed their various ſociety; there w 
not one man, not angle inaiuidual, who joined the enemies of his 
Majeſty's houſe, (unenampled as this proof of their loyalty was) 
is, however, to ſpeak but the ſmalleſt part of their praiſe. For at 
the very time when the armies of the State had been 1 
diſcomſited; at the very time when thoſe who: Nat his 
Majeſty's crown, were in poſſeſſion of the centre of the kingdom; 
at the very time when Britain unable to rely — rear 
and hourly trembling for her ſafety, had ſolicited e aid at 
that very time the Diſſenters, regardleſs of ths dr 2 
of the law, and, anxious for their country alone, eagerly 
And what was their reward — as the dager wa was paſſed by: by, 
they were compelled to ſolicit the protection of that general mercy 
which was extended to the very rebels; againſt whom they hid no- 
bly: fought: they were obliged to ſhelter themſelves under that ac 
e which was granted to the very traitors, from mare arms 
y had defended the crown, and life of their Sovereign. It was 
X — only that they eſcaped thoſe dreadful penalties ot the ſacra- 
mental laws, which they had ineurred by "heir zeal, and which 
the irritated friends of the rebellion were impatient to bring dowa 
upon their heads. Is it for the advantage of the State, that the 
difference in the ſituations of the loyal ſubject and of the rebel ſhould 
be ſo extremely ſmall? To the diſgrace of our ſtatutes, to the 
diſhonour of the Britiſh name, to the reproach of humatilty, theſe 
erſecuting ſtatutes are till unrepealed. - ans 
C. But you find that there are many of the Nobility and Gen- 
try in this kingdom, who are endeavouring to prevent if poſſible 
the en of theſe 485; and ſurely if they were convinced of their 
of nature, and tenden 5 81 they eu not act thus: Rn me 
D. Mi $ truly wondi that men born and educate 4 4 hes 
land o rty, (whatever Be religious pro may be | 
endenvour to 8 e and Cy | in flavery ; ; 
one 


121 
ohe would rater ſuppoſe they would rejoice at the opportunity af 
diſſeminating that ſpirit of liberty, which appears ſpreadin 1 
moſt r but alas I the very men 
anxious to {iberate the N 1 are unwilling that Proteſtant 
Diſſenters ſhould be free; wiſh to ſee them bound in chains 

ſtronger than iron or bras. The more the ſubject is inveſtigated, 

and the better the caſe of Diſſenters i is known, the greater num- 
ber of advocates will they have; and the perjod cannot be far diſ- 
tant, when ſuperſtition and prejudice muſt ſubmit ta the ſuperior | 
force of reaſon and liberty *. any hazard can attend the abo- 
lition of the ſacramental laws, it is on the Di/intets themſelves, | 
and not on the y/abliſbed Church, that the danger will be brought. 
To ber, the repeal is increaſe of attachment, acceſſion of good - 
will, and confirmation of ſeeurity.— To them, it is weakneſs of u- 
nion, abatement of zeal, and diminution of ardour. As men who 
value their rights, as ities indignant of oppreſſion, their bene- 
fit from N repeal will indeed be great; but as Diſſenters, as per- 
ſons who ferm a ſeparate olaſa, and conſtitute a diſtinct intereſt in 
the community, the repeal is an irreparable loſs ; for the decline 
of their power will ſoon follow the cloſe of the perl ph. to which 
it owes ls, enengy, har 9? o vi ogary then, 4 
how perfectly ideal, are all d of the effect of his mea— 
ſure on the intereſts of the Cbureh. It. is neither for the 
wdudntage, nor the honeur uf —— to contend / for the conti - 
nunnoe of ſtatutes, the principles of which, however checked. 
their by the lenient temper of the times, are, o e 

to humanity, irs/ therefore ſo hoſtile'to religion. 

C. I honeſtly confeſs that the force of your a s upon 
ſubject, has aperated ſo powerfully upon my mind, that I ſhould 
rejoiceat the opportunity of being inftrumental in the leaſt degree, 
of obtaining the repeal ene e berty, and 

A e the uation. Te e > 


* That great man, Mr. Sands, 0 of the Af of Taleration, wn 
« It is fratned, not with De uttenaes N 3, which you, and ſuc 
% you, Who are genuine Chriſtians, void of all ambitious and oy. 2 
„% would wiſh. It is ſomething, however, to advance thus für; for, by 
c ſuch beginninge, thoſe foundations of liberty and peace are, hape, 
« laid, on 'whi eb, wh — 1 _ cls er 


1 . deen 195 #74 n 


